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COMMUNICATION TECHNIQUES: Library Administration and Staff 


By Gilmore C. Aarestad, Director 
Great Neck Library, Great Neck, New York 


During recent years, the business world has become increasingly con- 
cerned with the techniques, methods and problems involved in communication 
with employees, and, of course, the general public. The importance of 
communication, whether written or oral, has also been recognized by colleges 
and universities. Seminars, forums and institutes are frequently devoted 
to this problem. 


The problem of communication also exists in libraries regardless of 
size. In order to help insure successful library management and operations, 
some form of effective communication is necessary between those who direct 
the affairs of the library and those who participate in carrying out li- 
brary policies. 


Although none of us may be specialists in the art of communication, 
a general understanding of the basic principles of communication can be 
extremely helpful. There is no doubt but that a close relationship exists 
between successful communication and efficient management. 


Most of us today are confronted by conditions which necessitate that 
we regularly study, reevaluate and overhaul our policies, routines and work 
techniques with a view to greater efficiency, better service and increased 
economy. The result usually means that we must introduce some changes in 
our operations. Our next job then is to communicate such changes to the 
staff so that our new methods can be clearly understood and can go into 
effect as smoothly as possible. 


The most common method of communication and one used particularly in 
small libraries is, of course, the staff meeting. Although the staff 
meeting affords an excellent opportunity to explain, to question, to per- 
suade, or to elaborate in detail, unless such a session is followed by a 
written communication, the opportunity for further study, review or refer- 
ence is lacking, and the purpose for which the meeting was called may not 
be satisfactorily achieved. 


While the ideal situation is a combination of the oral type of com- 
munication (staff meeting) and a written communication, time and circum- 
stances do not generally permit us to call staff meetings as often as we 
would like—particularly if we are a decentralized library with several 
branches. The result, in most instances, is an almost complete dependence 
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on written communications, many of which will initiate changes in library 
policies and will require concerted action on the part of all staff members. 











Written communications are required when action on the part of the 
entire staff must be uniform, and when the action itself is rather com- 

plicated, detailed and vital. Because a communication is written, it will 
usually carry more weight and sound more authoritative. And, if well com- 
posed, it will score higher on staff acceptance because it can be studied, 
reviewed and referred to as a source of authority. 















Because there is frequently a psychological resistance to any type 
of change in established policies, routines or work techniques on the part 
of some staff members, it is advisable to preface such a communication 

not only with the reasons for the change but also with an explanation of 
how the staff will benefit by the introduction of new methods. Part of 
the success and acceptance of this type of communication will depend on 
how well the advantages to the staff have been stressed and explained. 













In addition, it is important to overcome what is sometimes called a 
"reading problem" on the part of an occasional staff member. In order to 
"get through" to the person who reads but who merely reads words and who, 
for some unaccountable reason, fails to realize that he, too, is affected 
by the communication, the more the writer can stress the personal benefit 
angle of the message, the better the chances are for quick acceptance and 
positive action. 














If a written communication is to be successful, it is necessary for 
us to clarify our own ideas. Good preplanning requires that we ourselves 
know what information we are trying to convey to others, or what we are 
trying to accomplish. We must also consider carefully all those on the 
receiving end of the communication, how they will be affected by it, and 
how they will react to it. 









In order to make certain that a communication includes all essential 
points, consultations and conferences with responsible staff members during 
the preplanning stages will prove extremely helpful and will serve to 
eliminate later revisions, additions or unforeseen obstacles. Furthermore, 
the fact that the policy change in question was formulated in cooperation 
with other staff members is a step toward successful implementation and 
acceptance. 


































Next, it is practical to limit what we are trying to accomplish. A 
communication which is burdened with several, unrelated, detailed changes 
in library operations is confusing to the reader and difficult for him to é 
act upon. Limiting a communication to a single subject will help bring 
into sharp focus the core of the matter and will make readability, under- 
standing and action considerably easier. 


Every communication must also be analyzed for choice of words. Words 
are tricky and frequently convey or suggest meanings which were never 
intended. Consequently, it is well to review each preliminary and final 
draft of a communication for the overall tone which results from word 
choice and phrasing. The reaction of our staff can be largely determined 
by the language we use. 
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Particular attention must also be paid to the order in which the main 
points of a communication are presented. For example, it is easier for a 
staff to put a communication into effect if the steps involved are presented 
in the order in which one would logically perform an operation. 


When writing a communication, we should try to appraise the entire, 
completed draft in terms of a staff member who is going to read it. We 
Should put ourselves in the staff member's position. Is the content as 
clear as possible? Have any points been omitted? We can't assume or take 
for granted that those reading it will fill in any gaps. 


Timing is another factor which should not be overlooked. There are 
good times and poor times to issue a communication. A communication should 
not be distributed during busy, hectic periods in the day, but preferably 
when the staff has sufficient time to read and study it under good conditions. 


Most communications which require action by employees also necessitate 
a followup or spot check on their actual operation in order to ascertain 
if what we want done is being done correctly. 


Repetition is also a necessary device in certain types of communica- 
tions. A memorandum, for example, on how to reduce "snags" needs to be 
repeated at stated intervals in a revised, new form, reworded and dressed 
up anew. Why? Because people forget, become somewhat lax and need re- 
minding. 


All the methods, techniques and ideas suggested in this article have 
been used at the Great Neck Library with varying degrees of success. Each 
experience in communication has served not only to impress on us its im- 
portance in the direction of library affairs but also to remind us of the 
great need for constant study and improvement of the content of each com- 
munication issued. 


Library administrators are realizing more and more that they can and 
must adopt and adapt many of the techniques which are being successfully 
used in today's business world. In fact, many libraries are now operating 
on sizeable budgets which make them "big business". The whole area of 
communication is only one of many aspects of administration which can be 
studied and discussed to great advantage at conferences and meetings. 
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Recent Books 


A SELECTION 


Suggested by Book Information Section 
Florence Boochever, Editor Laura E. McDowell 


Recommendations: *of first interest; Y for young people; 
P for prisons; R for reformatories; H for mental hospitals. 


Nonfiction 


YP *Abels, Jules. Out of the jaws of victory. Holt. $4.95. 


RH 


With reportorial skill, a former associate editor of Newsweek recon- 
structs the drama of the 1948 presidential campaign and analyzes the 
reasons for the outcome of the election, "the most perplexing...in 

our history." Cartoons. Bibliography, index. 973.918 


Bazin, Germain. A history of art from prehistoric times to the present; 
tr. from the French. Houghton. $9. 

A richly informed, broad survey of painting, sculpture and architecture 
throughout the world, succinctly distinguishing trends and periods 
while pointing to the unifying law behind all creative work. Hand- 
somely printed and illustrated. Bibliography, index. 709 

A concise history of modern painting, by Sir H.E. Read (Praeger. 

$7.50. 759.06) is a brilliant interpretation of the modern movement 

in art as exemplified by leading painters. Beautiful in format with 
numerous photographs, many in color. Bibliography, list of works 
reproduced, index. (Both books would make admirable gifts to the 
library). 


Bisset, Sir J.G.P. Tramps and ladies; my early years in steamers. 
Criterion Bks. $5.95. 

The second of a projected three-volume memoir by the Cunard Line's 
wartime Commander, begun with Sail Ho! (1958) carries his seafaring 
adventures to 1913, concluding with a dramatic account of the "Car- 
pathia's" rescue of "Titanic" survivors. Map, photographs. 910.4 


Bowen, Mrs. C.D. Adventures of a biographer. Little. $4. 

In this delightful volume by the author of Yankee from Qlympus, the 

writing of creative biography emerges as an exciting combination of 

research, imaginative detection and travel. Index. 920 .002 


Bowles, Chester. The coming political breakthrough. Harper. $3.75. 
From "the deeply felt conviction that 1960 may be the decisive election 
of our century," the distinguished Democratic Congressman views the 
crucial issues facing our country, in a forthright and stimulating 
discussion, important to all good Americans. 329 


Boyd-Orr, J.B.0., baron, & Townsend, Peter. What's happening in 
China? Doubleday. $3.75. 

Mainly concerned with China's economic and industrial development, 
this stimulating book by a Nobel prize award winner and a journalist 
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*Carleton, V.B. 


is an important contribution toward better understanding of current, 
rapid changes in the Orient. Photographs. 951.05 
Impatient giant: Red China today, by Gerald Clark (McKay. $4.50. 
915.1) is a vital, informed report by the chief foreign correspondent 
for the Montreal Star who draws a picture of enormous energy in Com- 
munist China creating a force to be reckoned with. Photographs. Index. 
The Yellow Wind; an excursion in and around Red China with a traveler 
in the Yellow Wind, by William Stevenson (Houghton. $6. 915.1) con- 
tains the objective, well-written observations of a reporter for the 
Toronto Star who probes discerningly into Mao's methods and success. 
Photographs by the author. Chronological tables, index. 

In One Chinese moon, by J.T. Wilson (Hill and Wang. $4.95. 915.1), 

a distinguished Canadian scientist describes a journey across C!ina 

in 1958, drawing on a diary recording his impressions and conversations 
and closing with a plea for mature leadership by the West. Map, photo- 
graphs. Index. 


Brooks, Van Wyck. Howells; his life and world. Dutton. $5. 

A delightful appreciation of the Ohio-born novelist whose work flour- 
ished for over half a century and who, as editor of the Atlantic 
Monthly, encouraged many a writer. Photographs. Index. B or 92 


Burlingame, Roger. I have known many worlds. Doubleday. $4.50. 

In a mellow, subtly humorous volume, a distinguished man of letters, 
now 70, looks back on his New York boyhood, years of travel, adver- 

tising and editing, World War I experiences, happy marriage, novels, 
social and industrial histories, and the changing worlds he has ob- 

served. B or 92 





Back to Berlin; an exile returns. Little. $4.50. 
Founded upon fact but using fictitious names, this is the moving story 
of a German who fled to England during Hitler's regime, passed as an 
Englishman for 20 years and returned to make the difficult adjustment 
to relatives, friends and postwar conditions. B or 92 


Chapin, Mrs. Miriam. Contemporary Canada. Oxford Univ. $7. 

An American journalist residing in Canada presents a lively portrayal 
of many facets of the growing country, traditionally British, "swerving 
toward the United States, buffeted by French Canada's separateness." 
Endpaper map. Notes, index. 917.1 


Dunham, Katherine. A touch of innocence. Harcourt. $4.95. 

Sensitive, palpably touching memories of early childhood, of the elder, 
French-Canadian mother who died, the kindly stepmother, protective 
brother, schooling in Chicago and the domineering, difficult, Negro 
father from whom she escaped at 18. B or 92 


Fischer, Louis. The story of Indonesia. Harper. $5. 

Based on firsthand observations and talks with diverse persons, in- 
cluding President Sukarno, this informing volume relays the history 
of the former Dutch East Indies, present politics and outlook for the 
new nation. Map, photographs. Bibliography, index. 991 





Fosburgh, P.W. 
millan. $4.75. 

In everyday language and with sparkling humor, a former editor of The 
New York State Conservationist, official publication of the State 


The natural thing; the land and its citizens. Mac- 
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Conservation Department, considers various phases of man's relation 
to his environment, informally suggesting conservation measures. 333.7 


Frisbie, Florence. The Frisbies of the South Seas. Doubleday. $3.95. 
Life with their writer-father who had married a Polynesian girl is 
charmingly evoked by one of five children who has drawn on his letters 
and her own memories of growing up in the South Sea Islands to produce 
an unusual book. Endpaper map, drawings. 818.54 


Halliday, W.R. Adventure is underground. Harper. $4.50. 

"The story of the great caves of the West and the men who explore them" 
(subtitle) excitingly combines the author's experiences in lesser known 
caves with the history and description of famous caverns and practical 
suggestions for the amateur explorer. Maps, photographs. "List of 
commercial caves", glossary, index. 551.44 


Y *Halsey, M.N. Skillful driving. Doubleday. $3.95. 
Vivid illustrations and graphic captions explain "how to master the 
200 most crucial situations in modern traffic" (subtitle) in a valuable 
guide to safe motoring for novice or veteran. 629.28 


Harrington, Alan. Life in the crystal palace. Knopf. $4.50. 
Rambling. but interesting, personal account by a public relations man 

of his own and fellow workers' experiences in a large corporation which 
pleasantly sapped the initiative of its employees. 658 


Hibbert, Christopher. Wolfe at Quebec. World Pub. $4.50. 

Drawing on hitherto unavailable sources, this entertaining work illu- 
minates the historic capture of Quebec by the English, brilliantly 
limning the "decidedly odd" General. Maps. Bibliography, index. 971.018 


YP *Hobart, Mrs. A.T. Gusty's child. Longmans. $5. 

RH The adventurous life of a sheltered Midwestern girl who went to China, 
married a young engineer, traveled widely and became the well-known 
novelist unfolds in a warmly human narrative of diverse experience 
and spiritual growth. B or 92 


*Horwich, F.R. The magic of bringing up your child. McGraw-Hill. $3.95. 
"Miss Frances" of TV fame writes with simplicity and insight in answer 
to recurring questions from parents about the guidance of young chil- 
dren, offering practical help to "growing grownup and...growing child." 
Index. 649.1 


YP *Howard, R.W. ed. This is the South. Rand McNally. - $6. 

RH Thirty-two chapters by specialists in various phases of Southern life 
make up a fascinating volume that affords a "considered look away at 
the amazing role the South has played in building the U.S.A." Map, 
photographs, drawings. Appendix, bibliography, index. 975 


YP *Kane, J.N. Facts about the presidents; a compilation of biographical 

RH and historical data. Wilson. $6. 
Consisting of chronologically arranged biographical data and comparative 
data on the office of the Presidency and the Presidents as individuals, 
this well-printed volume is based on new sources and careful research. 
Photographs. Index. R B or 92 


YP Kerr, J.L. Wilfred Grenfell; his life and work. Dodd. $4. 
RH Absorbing, full-length biography, sponsored by the Grenfell Association 
of Great Britain and Ireland and based on interviews and documentary 
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and personal material, portraying the dedicated medical missionary who 
founded the now-famous mission for the physical and spiritual welfare 
of the people of Labrador and Newfoundland. Photograph, chapter heads. 
Sources and bibliography, index. B or 92 


Krutch, J.W. Human nature and the human condition. Random. $3.95. 
Thought -provoking essays in the vein of The measure of man (1954), 
critically probing 20th century standards of prosperity, permissive 
exploitation, the human surplus and technological advance while urging 
greater humanity and wisdom. 901.94 


YP *Lin, Yu-t'ang. From pagan to Christian. World Pub. $3.50. 

RH The noted Chinese philosopher, brought up as a Christian, in his early 
years felt "cut off" from Chinese philosophy and folklore and here 
beautifully describes the spiritual voyage that led to his study of 
Confucianism, Taoism and Buddhism and the road back to Christianity. 

Index. 248 













MacDonald, Mrs. B.B. Who, me? Lippincott. $4.95. 
Selections from the author's best sellers: The egg and I, The plague 
and I, Anybody can do anything and Onions in n the stew, arranged in 

chronological order, , form a one-volume autobiography. B or 92 


PR Mattingly, Garrett. The Armada. Houghton. $6. 
"The classic account of that famous year, 1588...a historical master- 










piece...a work of art as well as of scholarship." A.L. Rowse in The 
New York Times Book Review, Oct. 18, 1958, p.1. Maps, photographs. 
Notes, index. 942.055 


PR Morison, S.E. John Paul Jones; a sailor's biography. Little. $6.50. 
Readable, well-documented account of naval engagements in which Captain 
Jones participated and an effective portrayal of his personality and 
the private man. Charts, diagrams, photographs. Appendixes, bibliog- 
raphy, index. B or 92 


YP Mowat, Farley. The desperate people. Little. $4.50. 

R In 1958 the author of People of the Deer (1952) revisited the island 
Eskimos of the Canadian Northwest and this is his moving, beautifully 
written account of the survival of a mere fragment of the resilient 
primitives who have been belatedly afforded opportunities to return 
to life. Woodcuts. Appendix. 917.12 
















YP *Mulac, M.E. Hobbies; the creative use of leisure. Harper. $3.95. 

RH A recreation consultant and teacher offers a multiple choice of satis- 
fying leisure-time activities in the fields of making, doing, learning 
and collecting, citing the experience of some who have turned their 
hobbies into profit. Bibliographies, appendix, index. 790 

YP Dominoes; five-up and other games including official rules and odds, 

RH by D.C. Armanino (McKay. $4.50. 795) includes six lessons and tips 
on strategy in the play of popular Five-up domino for two, three or 
four people and rules for other domino games for children and adults. 
Illustrated. Glossary, index. 

Y The complete book of coin collecting, by Joseph Coffin (Coward-McCann. 
$3.95. 737. 4) is is a a completely revised and expanded edition of a stand- 
ard work on the collecting of coins of all countries and times. [l- 
lustrations. Appendix. 

*The beginning antiques collector's handbook and guide to 1,000 items 
to collect, by Mrs. A.K. Cole (McKay. $4.95. 749.2) is a delightful 








The Bookmark 





o%~ November, 1959 


"starter book" for the little-informed lover of antiques, covering 

the who, how, what, where, why, when of collecting and practical ad- 
vice on insuring and investing. Photographs. Lists of famous col- 
lections and associations, guide to 1,000 items to collect. 

New contract bridge in a nutshell, by C.H. Goren (Doubleday. $2.95. 
795.4) is a revised edition in new format of "an easily accessible 
handbook" containing the essence of up-to-date bridge instruction. 
Scoring table, index. 

The way to better chess, by Fred Reinfeld (Macmillan. $4.95. 794.1) 
explains the fine points of difficult problems by examining a master 
game and showing how an expert sees the moves. Diagrams. 

Complete bridge course, by Alfred Sheinwold (Sterling. $5.95. 759.4) 
is a clear and comprehensive volume for novice and experienced player, 
progressing from the elements of point-count bidding to strategic play 
and duplicate tournaments. Illustrative material. Scoring table, 
glossary, index. 

Basic photography, by Marvin Weisbord (Chilton. $2.95; $1.95 paper. 
770) tells in compact form and direct style how to take good pictures 
with simple or adjustable cameras—"where, when, and how to see them, 
create them, and put them onto film." Photographs. 

Encyclopaedia of hand-weaving, by S.A. Zielinski (Funk. $8.50. 
R745.52) gives in alphabetical form the meanings of different terms 
and their origin when known, serving also as a source of general in- 
formation about weaving. [Illustrations throughout. 


YP *Nash, Ogden. Verses from 1929 on. Little. $5.95. 

RH Convenient, one-volume edition of the popular author's selected, re- 
vised poems previously published in magazines and books, some now out 
of print. 811.5 


Pasternak, B.L. Poems; tr. from the Russian by Eugene M. Kayden. 
Univ. of Michigan. $3.95. 

A representative collection of well-translated poems, evidencing use 
of striking metaphors and the depth of thought and feeling character- 
istic of the author of Doctor Zhivago. Portrait. Essay on poetry by 
Pasternak, notes and comments. 891.7142 


Rice, E.L. The living theatre. Harper. $5.50. 

From his broad experiences as playwright, stage director, producer and 
teacher Mr. Rice contributes a lucid, informing book on the theater 

"as a social institution," showing "the relationship of its technical 
and human mechanisms to the projection of dramatic literature." Index. 
In Community theatre; idea and achievement, by R.E. Gard and G.S. 

Burley (Duell. $3.75. 792.0223), conversations with leading directors 
throughout the country are interestingly reported to share their prob- 
lems and achievements and determine the present status and future out- 
look for the community theater as "a great cultural and artistic force." 
Bibliography, list of groups by states. 

How to act, by R.G. Paris (Harper. $3.50. 792) sums up a highly suc- 
cessful teacher's techniques for beginning actor and public speaker, 
giving specific directions for effective exercise, timing, coordination, 
speaking, etc. Index. 


Robbins, R.W. & Jones, Evan. Hidden America. Knopf. $5. 
Enthusiastically details the discovery of Thoreau's cabin, Jefferson's 
birthplace, an old Dutch port on the Hudson, forts and artifacts, and 
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recommends similar archeological-historical adventures to amateur 
diggers. Fully illustrated. Reading list, index. 913.73 


Roosevelt, James, & Shalett, Sidney. Affectionately, F.D.R.; a son's 
story of a lonely man. Harcourt. $5.75. 

Engaging, frank, colloquial book of remembrances which, with quoted 
letters and other sources, stresses the continued "parental touch" 
and "incomparable companionship" of the late President. Photographs. 
Bibliography, index. B or 92 


Roosevelt, Nicholas. Good cooking. Harper. $4.50. 

Delightful to read and practical to use is this array of imaginative 
recipes and tested suggestions for overall planning and the niceties 
of dining well. Appendixes, index. 641.5 


Ross, Ishbel. The General's wife; the life of Mrs. Ulysses S. Grant. 
Dodd. $5. 

Drawing on manuscripts, letters and the recollections of descendants, 
this full-length biography of Julia Dent vivifies her character and 
family relationships and her influence on General Grant at crucial 
times. Photographs. Notes, bibliography, index. B or 92 


Schmidt, Dietmar. Pastor Niemoller. Doubleday. $3.95. 

From close association with the Christian leader the writer presents 

a candid portrait of the independent, contradictory Westphalian, tracing 
his career, his defiance of Nazism and imprisonment, and sincere de- 
votion to the church. Photographs. Biographical notes, bibliography, 
index. B or 92 

In God's man; the story of Pastor Niemoller, by Mrs. C.S. Davidson 
(Washburn. $3.95. B or 92), a feature writer who is acquainted with 
the Pastor and his wife has written a lively biography of the fearless 
U-boat commander turned churchman who is "one of the most controversial 
men of our times."' Portrait. Bibliography. 


Shaffer, Peter. Five finger exercise. Harcourt. $3. 

In a moving and realistic modern play, scheduled for Broadway produc- 
tion, a sensitive German boy, employed as tutor, is the catalyst in 
an English family consisting of a furniture manufacturer, his culture- 
conscious wife, their troubled son and precocious daughter. 822.914 


YP *Shimer, J.A. This sculptured earth: the landscape of America. Col- 


RH 


umbia Univ. $7.50. 

Well-printed and illustrated, this delightfully informing book by a 
staff member of Brooklyn College tells "the geologic story of the varied 
landscapes of the United States," observed during summers of travel. 
Maps, charts, photographs. Glossary, index. 357.3 


Simon, Edith. The piebald standard; a biography of the Knights Templars. 
Little. $5. 

Scintillating re-creation of leading Templars whose paradoxical in- 
fluence for good and evil is revealed in a fascinating work of scholar- 
ship. Maps, photographs. Tables of names, bibliography,index. 929.71 


YP *Teale, E.W. Adventures in nature. Dodd. $4. 
RH As in all work by this gifted author-naturalist-photographer, the 31 








selections, some from out-of-print books, enlarge the reader's vista. 
communicating awareness of "the silent world of activity" outdoors 
Charming chapter heads. 574.04 
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Armstrong, Charlotte. The seventeen widows of Sans Souci. Coward- 
McCann. $3.95. 

Nona Henry of Poughkeepsie, N.Y., widowed housewife of 50, takes an 
apartment in Pasadena and the occupants of Sans Souci are cleverly 
portrayed in a realistic novel with some surprising happenings. 


YP *Aswell, M.L. Abigail. Crowell. $3.95. 

RH Ina fresh, authentic picture of pre-Revolutionary America, spirited, 
captivating Abigail Harrison, born in Philadelphia in 1700, rebels 
against the stern Quaker ways of her parents, and her worldliness and 
love of society spoil her first marriage and take her to England from 
which she returns to guide her young granddaughter to happines: 


YP *Brick, John. The strong men. Doubleday. $3.95. 

R Young Matt Hill of Deerkill Valley, New York, is the narrator of a 
compelling Revolutionary tale recounting with verity and a sense of 
immediacy his protest against his father's benevolent dictatorship 
and his maturing under the training of Generals Wayne and von Steuben, 
heroic combat at Monmouth and marriage to attractive Glennis. 


Cloete, Stuart. The soldiers’ peaches, and other African stories. 
Houghton. $3.50. 

Thirteen entertaining short stories expertly delineating disparate 
characters. Reprinted from The Saturday Evening Post and Esquire. 

The breaking point, by Daphne DuMaurier (Doubleday. $3.95.) contains 
nine deft tales with surprise endings. 

The riddle of the fly, & other stories, by Elizabeth Enright (Harcourt. 
$3.75.) includes 16 sensitive, imaginative depictions of people of 
different types and times. 


Cullen, Kyle, pseud. Shadow in the Glen. Crowell. $3.95. 

Brought up in Glasgow, a young Scotch-Irish girl on a visit to cousins 
in an [Irish village finds the countryside caught up in the Black and 
Tan troubles and this exciting, romantic tale describes her quiet, 
effective part in underground activities. 


Duggan, A.L. Children of the wolf. Coward-McCann. $3.95. 

The latest of the author's historical fiction, based upon the legend 
of Rome's founding, authentically re-creates the City and its people 
under Romulus, whose organizational skill and political insight welded 
three different races into loyal Romans. 


Fletcher, Mrs. I.C. Cormorant's brood. Lippincott. $3.95. 

Set in the Albemarle section of North Carolina in 1725, the struggles 
between the yeomen and greedy, unscrupulous governors are excitingly 
depicted in a romantic tale of Colonial days. 


Gilbreth, F.B., Jr. Loblolly. Crowell. $3.50. 

How a young, orphaned, Northern brother and sister sent to Charleston, 
South Carolina, aid their improverished "Duchess" grandmother by opening 
the old mansion to tourists in her absence, and later help restore 

their uncle's plantation makes a hilarious, heartwarming tale. 


Hale, Nancy. Dear beast. Little. $4. 
Quiet, Northern Abby, married to difficult Boogher Daniel, hard-drinking, 
horsy, old-family Southerner, writes a novel about the Virginia town 
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in which they live, affording an opportunity for witty, sophisticated 
conversation and satiric thrusts. 





Hersey, J.R. The war lover. Knopf. $5. 

In a lengthy, conversational narrative, more interesting for its theme 
than its style, Lt. Boman, one of a 10-man crew at an American bomber 
base in England, tells of his disillusionment with the bragging, im- 
pressive pilot, Buzz Marrow, who is revealed by an English girl as a 
coward and "war lover." Explicit sex scenes and disconcerting blanks 
for rough language. 


Jackson, Shirley. The haunting of Hill House. Viking. $3.95. 

Dr. Montague, student of the occult, leases an old, abandoned house 
for research purposes, inviting two young women and Luke, the present 
heir, to share his experiment, and this spine-tingling horror story 
details the three strangers’ reactions to the chilling happenings. 


Lott, Milton. Dance back the buffalo. Houghton. $4.50. 

Told through both Indian and white characters, this colorful novel 
movingly depicts the conflict between two cultures that resulted in 
the massacre of a starving Sioux tribe by government troops at Wounded 
Knee Creek in 1890. 


Mehdevi, Mrs. A.S. Don Chato. Knopf. $4. 

A one-time medical student, now the only doctor in a Spanish fishing 
village, bolsters his ego with grandiose dreams and harmless deceptions 
and after he meets an American woman who tries to make him face reality, 
this subtle, delightful novel reaches its inevitable climax. 


Michener, J.A. Hawaii. Random. $6.95. 

A 937-page chronicle with genealogical charts, telling in fictionized 
form the colorful story of Hawaii from earliest times to present state- 
hood, centering in a New England missionary and his descendants. 





PR *Ogilvie, Elisabeth. The witch door. McGraw-Hill. $4.50. 


After an eight-year absence, Megan's unpredictable husband appears at 
the quiet Maine home where she had envisioned a happy summer with her 
three children and the man she plans to marry, but some important dis- 
coveries resolve the difficult situation in a mature, believable tale. 


Packer, J.P., Lady. The high roof. Lippincott. $3.95. 

Kirsten de Vries returns to Cape Town from school in France resenting 
her mother's marriage to a much younger man and how this attitude col- 
ors Kirsten's outlook on life and threatens her marriage to a Dutch- 
English boy is the theme of an interesting, psychological novel. 


H *Parker, J.R. The merry wives of Massachusetts. Doubleday. $3.75. 


Pleasing, lightly humorous fairytale for grownups about four proper 
Bostonian ladies on a Danish freighter who find adventure and romance 
in their several ways. 


Rosten, L.C. The return of Hyman Kaplan. Harper. $3.50. 
More of Leonard Q. Ross' inimitable stories in comic dialect, with 
an illuminating preface. Appeared in part in magazines. 








Wibberley, L.P.O. The quest of Excalibur. Putnam. $3.50. 
Cibber Brown's poaching expedition leads to a merry adventure with a 
royal ghost and Sir Arthur in a satiric fantasy of England. 
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LIVING PEOPLE 


Biographies for the Older Teens 


Selected by 
The Young Adult Department, Rochester Public Library 


Bartholomew, Carol. My heart has seventeen rooms. 1959. Macmillan. 
$3.50. 

An American construction engineer's wife reflects on her 2% years in 
the Punjab and her association with a 17-room hospital in particular. 


Campanella, Roy. It's good to be alive. 1959. Little Brown. $4.50. 
The spiritual strength of a great athlete who has known more than a 
normal share of adversity comes through subtly but clearly in this auto- 

biography. 


Collier, Eric. Three against the wilderness. 1959. Dutton. $4.95. 
A man, his wife and their son share 30 unusual years in the Chicoctin 
district of British Columbia. 


Davis, Kenneth S. The hero: Charles A. Lindbergh and the American dream. 
1959. Doubleday. $4.95. 

The ups and downs of a figure uniquely American in his strengths and 
weaknesses. 


Gibson, Althea. I always wanted to be somebody. 1958. Harper. $3.50. 
A true "It couldn't be done" story that reflects the great determination 
and drive of a girl with strikes against her. 


Land, Elizabeth. Twenty seconds to live. 1959. Dutton. $3.50. 
The heroic tale of an air crewman who braved death to save his plane 
and a fellow crewmember. 


Martin, Mildred Albert. The Martins of Gunbarrel. 1959. Caxton. $5. 
Life on a dude ranch near Yellowstone described lightly and delightfully 
by the hostess of Gunbarrel. 


Ross, Barney, & Abramson, Martin. No man stands alone. 1957. Lippincott. 
$3.95. 

There are times when a man needs help to get off the floor especially 
when the greatest fight is with himself. 


Turnbull, Agnes Sligh. Out of my heart. 1958. Houghton. $3. 
A fine novelist's simple, moving seif-portrait. 


Viscardi, Henry. Give us the tools. 1959. Erickson-Taplinger. $3.95. 
Recounts with warmth and humor the growth of Abilities, Inc., a factory 
run by and for the disabled, from a four-man nucleus to a large plant. 
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Free and Jnerpensive 


MATERIAL 


Listed by Ida M. Cohen, Reference Section 
Arts and Crafts 


Biegeleisen, J.I. and Cohn, M.A. Silk screen techniques. Dover Publica- 
tions, Inc. 180 Varick Street, New York 14. 1958. 20lp. $1.45. 


Biggs, R.H. Building a ship in a bottle. Bruce Pub. Co. 400 North 
Broadway, Milwaukee 1, Wis. 1958. 64p. $1. 


Copper handicraft. Copper and Brass Research Association. 420 Lexington 
Avenue, New York 17. 1958. 19p. free. 


Dhaemers, Robert and Slatoff, H.A. Simple jewelry making for the class- 
room, a handbook of jewelry techniques for children. Fearon Publishers. 
2263 Union Street, San Francisco 23, Calif. 1958. 35p. $1. 


Easy-to-make gifts for the small budget. Consumer Service Dept. G.B.R. 
Johnson's Wax, Racine, Wisc. 1959. 15p. free. 


Foreman, Gloria. Busy hands of 3 Texans who find wood treasure, bk. l. 
Gloria Foreman Pub. Co., Box 400, Oklahoma City, Okla. 1959. 63p. 
$1. ("For the younger set") 


Frey, Berta. Seven projects in rosepath, 2d ed. Craft and Hobby Book 
Service. Coast route, Monterey, Calif. 1959. 29p. $1.50. 


Hayden, Bonnalee. Flower craft. Bonnalee's Novelties. [lliopolis, I11l. 
1958. 44p. $l. 


Lewis, A.W. Basic bookbinding. Dover Publications, Inc., 180 Varick 
Street, New York 14. 1957. 144p. $1.35. 


Plane geometry and fancy figures, the art and technology of paper folding. 
Cooper Museum. Cooper Square and 7th Street, New York 3. 1959. 12p. 
50¢. 


Tearle, Peggy. Felt dolls to make and dress. Charle A. Bennett Co., 
Inc. Peoria, Ill. 1958. 58p. $1.25. 


Watts, H.W. Copper enameling. 1959. 28p. 
How to stencil a tray. 1959. 23p. 


Metalcraft, a program for volunteer leaders in adult classroom work. 
1959. 32p. 


Woodworking for beginners; an instruction manual for community leaders 
interested in developing rural projects. Rural Research Institute, 
Inc. 515 Madison Avenue, New York 22. 1959. 3lp. 10¢ each. 
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EXCERPTS FROM AN ADDRESS TO THE MISSOURI LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
MEETING AT EXCELSIOR SPRINGS, OCTOBER 2, 1959 


By Dr. Charles F. Gosnell, State Librarian 
and Assistant Commissioner of Education 


In New York State we like to think of three levels of distribution, 
or three levels of book service. These levels are based upon the intensity 
of demand and on availability or accessibility of material. 


1. The first level is the local community. Here must be the common 
dictionaries, encyclopedias and similar reference books in frequent demand. 
They must be within easy reach of the reader. They are used so frequently 
that many copies are needed for simultaneous use throughout the State. 
Likewise, the newer publications such as technical books, biographies, 
books on current economic and social questions, and others in heavy demand, 
are so frequently used, that hundreds or thousands of copies are necessary 
to supply the entire State. Naturally these must be spread through local 
outlets. 


2. The second level or category is that of less frequently used 
material. These are books which may be older, or more difficult. One 
or two copies may meet the demand efficiently in each big city library 
or in each multi-county or regional system. 


3. The third category is that of books in lesser demand, or of books 
so rare or costly that many copies cannot be available. Of such books 
one copy, or a few copies, strategically located, will serve the entire 
State. 


What are the practical ways in which we are trying to meet this de- 
mand and make these books accessible? These problems have been and still 
are being given intensive study in New York State. Nearly two years ago 
we published the report of the Commissioner of Education's Committee on 
Public Library Service. As a result of this report, many important changes 
were made in the library laws of the State and the amount of State aid to 
qualifying libraries was increased to about 30¢ per capita. 


1. We deem the local service to be a local responsibility. The local 
community must maintain the building and provide the staff, as well as 
the basic books. The localities are better able to do this because of 
the backing which they get at the other levels. 


2. Service at the intermediate level was also carefully considered 
by the Committee. As a result of their recommendation, direct State aid 
is available to systems to help local outlets and to provide reservoirs 
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of books for system-wide use. Help is provided so that every system will 
have a central collection of at least 100,000 volumes. 


The State Library has ceased to be available to fill gaps in local 
or system service that are defined as responsibilities at those levels. 
This is without regard to whether or not a local system has been organized. 
Service from the State Library must not be a palliative or a deterrent to 
organization of good local service. 


The logic of operations at these two levels is as compelling as simple 
arithmetic. We have a number of town or village libraries serving a thous- 
and persons or less, sometimes less than 500. None of these can afford 
books in much variety. Many good books will not find many readers in such 
a small community. If a new $10 biography only gets two readers in the 
course of a few years, its cost to the library is $5 per reader. If the 
book is in a pool, to be moved on after the two readers have had it, and 
goes to 20 readers, the cost is down from $5 to 50¢, and 10 times as many 
people have had it. 


3. Rare, expensive and infrequently used materials are available 
from three principal sources: (a) the State Library, (b) the larger public 
libraries, especially in the New York Public Library, and (c) special or 
semiprivate libraries, such as the universities and the Morgan Library. 


Theoretically the State Library has equal responsibility to all parts 
of the State. In fact, its service is practically limited to that half 
of the population outside New York City. By reason of geography, and by 
reason of restrictions on circulation, the resources of the New York Public 
Library and of the semiprivate libraries are limited to New York City. So 
heavy is the demand in New York City that facilities there are already 
under severe strain. Several libraries upstate, notably Cornell University 
Library, share the upstate burden with the State Library. 


Our operation in this category has been largely based on tradition, 
informal agreements and guesswork. We have begun work on what will be a 
comprehensive survey of the research and reference needs of the entire 
State, of the present means of meeting these needs, and of proposals for 
reorganizing or improving the pattern of this service. 
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y A SELECTED LIST OF 
Yon , 
ee Recent Accessions 


Long 


Prepared by 
Evelyn E. Nelson, Reference and Ethel Lansing, Order Sections 


These titles of general interest, which the smaller library may not 
have purchased, may be borrowed from the New York State Library. Please 
use call numbers as indicated when requesting books. 


ADVERTISING & SELLING 


Cheskin, Louis. Why people buy; motivation research and its successful 
application. With an introd. by Howard D. Hadley. New York, Liveright 
Pub. Corp. ,-19593 319p. 658 .83C524 


Gayle, Willie. Willie Gayle's power selling. Englewood Cliffs, N.J., 
Prentice-Hall 51959, 173p. 658 .85G287 


Hegarty, E.J. Get the prospect to help you sell. New York, McGraw-Hill, 
1959. 297p. 658 .85H462g 


Kirkpatrick, C.A. Advertising; mass communication in marketing. Boston, 
Houghton Mifflin ,-1959, 638p. 659 .1K59 


Lang, Rudolph. Win, place, and show; effective business exhibiting. 
Illus. by David Maxwell. New York, Oceana Publications 1959, 204p. 
659 .152L271 


BUSINESS 


American Institute for Economic Research. What will deflatation mean to 
you? A co-ordinated study by the Research, Investment, and Insurance 
Divisions of the American Institute for Economic Research under the 
direction of E. C. Harwood. Great Barrington, Mass. ,_°1959, 112p. 

332 .414A512w3 


De Armond, F.F. Managers vs. Teamsters; the new tactics in labor bargain- 
ing. Springfield, Mo., Mycroft Press (1959, 185p. 331.116D285 


Fels, Rendigs. American business cycles, 1865-1897. Chapel Hill, Univer- 
sity of North Carolina Press 51959, 244p. 338 .54097 3F324 


Miller, R.W. Can capitalism compete? A campaign for American free enter- 
prise. New York, Ronald Press Co., .1959, 264p. 338 .097 3M649 


Salvadori, Massimo. The economics of freedom; American capitalism today. 
Introd. by Adolf A. Berle, Jr. pist ed., Garden City, N.Y., Double- 
day, 1959. 242p. 330 .9735182 


CHILD WELFARE 


Martmer, E.E. The child with a handicap; a team approach to his care and 
guidance. Springfield, I1l1., C.C. Thomas r1959, 409p. M618 .92M386 


Tolbert, E. Introduction to counseling. New York, McGraw-Hill 1959. 
322p. E371.422T648 
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Zietz, Dorothy. Child welfare; principles and methods. New York, Wiley 
c1959, 384p. 362.7097 3267 


LIBRARIES 


Galvin, H.R. The small public library building, by Hoyt R. Galvin and 
Martin Van Buren. ,Paris, UNESCO ,-1959, 133p. (UNESCO public 
library manuals, 10) 0226182 


Moshier, L.M. State plans under the library services act; a summary of 
plans and programs for fiscal 1957 submitted under Public law 597, 
84th Congress. Washington, U.S. Dept. of Health, Education, and 
Welfare, Office of Education 1958, 84p. (U.S. Office of Education 
Bulletin 1958, no. 10) 027 .473M911 


Wofford, Azile. The school library at work; acquisition, organization, 
use, and maintenance of materials in the school library. New York, 
Wilson, 1959. 256p. 027 .82W844 


PUBLIC & PERSONNEL ADMINISTRATION 


Bennett, W.E. Manager selection, education and training. New York, Mc- 
Graw-Hill, 1959. 210p. 658B472 


Millett, J.D. Government and public administration; the quest for respon- 
sible performance. New York, McGraw-Hill, 1959. 484p. (McGraw- 
Hill series in political science) $342 .73M653 


Taylor, J.H. Personnel administration; evaluation and executive control. 
New York, McGraw-Hill, 1959. 326p. 658 .3T243 


RETIREMENT ACTIVITIES 


Briggs, M.C. 400 jobs for people over 60. citendota, Ill., Wayside Press, 
19585 96p. 371.425qB854 


Eliscu, Frank. Sculpture: techniques in clay, wax, slate. lst edy 
Photos. of processes by Conrad Brown. Philadelphia, Chilton Co. 
cl959, 192p. (Arts and crafts series) 731.4E43 


Markell, Jeff. Designing and building hi-fi furniture. New York, Gerns- 
back Library -1959, 224p. (Gernsback library no. 79) 684 .2M345 


Moore, E.H. The nature of retirement. Edited by Gordon F. Streib. New 
York, Macmillan ,19594 217p. 301 .435M821 


Mueller, B.R. United States postage stamps; how to collect, understand, 
and enjoy them. Princeton, N.J., Van Nostrand -1958, 343p. 
383.22M946u 


ROCKETS & STARS 


Frank, R.G. Materials for rockets and missiles ,by, Robert G. Frank and, 
William F. Zimmerman. New York, Macmillan ,1959, 124p. 
629 .13338F828 


Mehlin, T.G. Astronomy. New York, Wiley ,1959, 392p. 520M498 
Newell, H.E. Sounding rockets. With contributions by R.B. Cox ,and 


others; New York, McGraw-Hill, 1959. 334p. (McGraw-Hill series in 
missile and space technology) 629 .134354N545 
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Offical Publications = 
RX O : N xe => SIMS ove) 


Prepared by Peter Paulson, Gift and Exchange Section 


*Available free to libraries within New York State, and on ex- 
change to libraries outside of New York State, from New York 
State Library, Gift and Exchange Section, Albany 1, New York. 
Other publications may be obtained from issuing office. 


*AGRICULTURAL EXPERIMENT STATION, Geneva. Response of sweet corn to 
irrigation, fertility level, and spacing, by M. T. Vittum (and others) 
(1959) 45p. (Bulletin no. 786, April 1959) 


*BANKING DEPT. (Annual) report, (108th) of the Superintendent of banks... 
volume 3 for the year ending December 31, 1958 relative to savings and 


loan associations, savings and loan banks of the State of New York and 
credit unions. (1959) 332p. (Legis Doc 1959 no. 93) 


*BUDGET, DIV. OF. New York State budget summary, 1959-1960. (1959) 32p. 
*CIVIL SERVICE, DEPT. OF. Looking for a good job? (1959) Folder. 


*COMMERCE, DEPT. OF. The Autumn colorama in New York State. (1959) 
Folder. 


* Creating new job opportunities for New Yorkers. (1959) Folder. 


* Fall foliage folder issued. (1959) 1 sheet. (Travel news 167, 
September 14, 1959) 


* Foliage spectacle begins in New York State. (1959) 1 sheet. Mimeo. 
(Travel news 171, September 23, 1959) 


* Map and guide to New York State's vacation variety. (1959) Map. 


* Nimble thimble shop. (1959) Folder. 


* Woman's program. A Hundred and two ideas from...for a business of 
her own. (1959) Unp. 


*CONSERVATION DEPT. The Northway; your future scenic highway to the 
beautiful Adirondacks (1959) Folder. (In cooperation with the De- 
partment of Public Works and the Joint Legislative Committee on 
Natural Resources) 


* Division of Conservation Education. 1001 top New York fishing 


waters. (1959) Folder. (Information leaflet) 
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*EDUCATION DEPT, Annual statistical report, 56th...part 1; advance 
estimates for 1959-60 and related data, August 1959. (1959) 30p. 
Mimeo. 


___ Registered psychologists, 1957-59. (1959) 22p. 


____ Registered veterinarians, 1958 and 1959, registered between July 
25, 1958 and March 2, 1959. (1959) 6p. (University of the State 
of New York bulletin no. 1457, January 1959) 


___. Research Division. Attendance and financial data, public schools 
of the state, school year 1957-58, prepared by the Bureau of Statis- 
tical Services. (1959) 6p. # appendices. Mimeo. (Department fact 
sheet no. 14, 1958-59 series, July 1959) 


Some indices of need, progress, and trends relating to education 
"in New York State, May 1959. (1959) 42p. Mimeo. 


*EQUALIZATION AND ASSESSMENT, STATE BOARD OF. State equalization rates 
for cities, towns and villages, August 1959. (1959) 23p. 


*IMITATION FOOD PRODUCTS AND PROBLEMS, JOINT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE ON. 
Annual report...March 25, 1959. (1959) 97p. (Legis Doc 1959 no. 31) 


*LABOR, DEPT. OF. Division of Employment. Claimant's booklet of inform- 
ation; unemployment insurance benefits for workers in New York State, 
1959-1960. (1959) 40p. 


Handbook for employers, with key forms; a guide to employer 
~~ rights and responsibilities under the New York State unemployment 
insurance law, 1958. (1959) 64p. 


Bureau of Research and Statistics. The Older population of New 
York State, 1957. 1959. 34p. Mimeo. 


___. Division of Research and Statistics. Union agreements in New York 
State; duration of agreements and provisions for reopening, deferred 
increases, and escalation. (1959) 27p. Mimeo. (Publication no. 
B-102; June 1959) 


*MIGRANT LABOR, JOINT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE ON. Report...1959. (1959) 
46p. (Legis Doc 1959 no. 28) 


*NEW YORK STATE LIBRARY. Checklist of books and pamphlets in the social 
sciences including anthropology, economics, philosophy, political 
science, psychology, welfare, but not including education, history 
and law, (second) supplement April 1955-December 1958. 1959. 42p. 


*PUBLIC SERVICE, DEPT. OF. Annual report of the Public Service Commission 
for the year 1958. (1959) 333p. (Legis Doc 1959 no. 107. Cover 
title: Regulation of public utilities in New York State) 


STATE COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE, Cornell University, Ithaca. Sterility and 
delayed breeding in dairy cattle (by) S. A. Asdell and H. J. Bearden. 
(1959) 29p. (Cornell extension bulletin 737, September 1959) 
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*TRAFFIC VIOLATIONS, JOINT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE ON. Report...1959. 
(1959) 113p. (Legis Doc 1959 no. 55) 


*WINTER TOURISTS, JOINT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE ON. Report...March 31, 
1959. (1959) 33p. (Legis Doc 1959 no. 29) 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT DOCUMENTS AVAILABLE 


In accordance with an agreement between the New York State Library 
and the United States Superintendent of Documents (see the Bookmark, 
v. 15, no. 7, April 1956), the Crandall Library is preparing to discard 
the publications listed below. Libraries which can make use of any of 
this material should contact the following on or before January 1, 1960: 


Mr. Leonard H. Freiser 
Crandall Library 
Glens Falls, New York 
Preference will be given to requests from libraries within New York 
State. It is expected that the receiving library will pay the cost of 
transportation. 


PAN AMERICAN UNION. Bulletin v. 43-68 (1909-1934) 

U. S. COMMISSION ON INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS. Industrial relations. Final 
report. Washington, 1916. llv. (64th Congress, lst session. 
Senate Doc. 415) 

. S. CONGRESS. Congressional record. v. 27-78. (1895-1934) 
S. CONGRESS, HOUSE. INTERSTATE AND FOREIGN COMMERCE COMMITTEE. 
Report on power and gas holding and operating companies. 2 vols. 


(73rd Congress, 2nd session) 


. S. FEDERAL TRADE COMMISSION. Utility corporations. Nos. 33-66, 69, 
69A (1931-1934) (70th Congress, lst session. Senate Doc. 92) 


S. OFFICE OF EXPERIMENT STATIONS. Experiment station record. v. 65, 
no. 9-V. 95 (1931-1946) 


S. PATENT OFFICE. Index of trade marks issued from the patent office. 
1931-1957. 


___._ Official gazette. 1927 to date (with gaps) 


U. S. PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE. Annual report of the Surgeon General... 
1912-18, 1920-24, 1926-34, 
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= RAVELING LIBRARIES 


FILMS FOR YOU — Suggested by Jack B. Spear 


Over 25,000 New Yorkers living in small communities have taken to 
the new Traveling Libraries Film Collection. PTAs, Granges, Service 
Clubs, and many other groups have been quick to act when they found they 
could book and borrow free films on most any subject through their public 
library—and this all came about by virtue of a grant of money received 
by the Library Extension Division from the Federal Library Services Act. 
These rural Yorkers are enjoying some of the valuable resources on film 
that their brothers and cousins in the cities have been privileged to see 
for a number of years. As week follows week, this collection of films 
grows—delving into the most modern concepts of rockets and space travel, 
as well as viewing world problems and potential solutions facing us today. 


If you have not yet been bold enough to try a film program in your 
community—-or even suggested it as a possibility to a program chairman of 
a local group—why not give it a try? Write to us for lists, reviews and, 
of course, program suggestions. We have been pleasantly surprised to find 
that projectors and projectionists are usually available in even the small- 
est community. Simply write Traveling Libraries Film Service, Room 335, 
New York State Education Department, Albany 1, N. Y. 


Here is an additional list of films for you to show to leaders in 
your community: 


Abraham Lincoln—A Study in Greatness: 
Part I, Youth: 17% min. Color. 


From the first scene to the last we are impressed by the "greatness" 
of the man Lincoln—born in a floorless cabin in the hills of Ken- 
tucky, receiving less than a year of formal education, moving to 
Indiana and finally to Illinois. This first reel ends with Abe 21 
years old, weighing almost 200 pounds, and standing six feet four. 
Part II, The Illinois Years: 174 min. Color. 

In the broad prairies of Illinois Lincoln grew to manhood, flourished 
and sometimes floundered, in the problems of living, but finally was 
elected to serve as the 16th President of the United States. This 
second reel ends with his now famous farewell speech delivered from 
the rear platform of the train leaving Springfield taking him to 
Washington. 

Part III, The War Years: 17% min. Color. 

Lincoln the President was besieged by overwhelming problems—but 
through it all we see his levelheaded approach, his dependence upon 
truth, and his alliance with the Deity. The reel ends, appropriately 
enough, with a shot of the Lincoln Tomb in Springfield, Illinois, with 
its friendly trees—trees that always meant so much to Lincoln. 


This series uses actual scenes of the places Lincoln trod and statues 
in existence today, to tell a most fascinating story. 
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Exploring by Satellite: 28 min. Color. 
A factual presentation of the making and launching of the United States 


first 17-pound satellite. The actual account of the launching at Cape 
Canaveral is breathtaking—and certainly gives the viewer an understanding 
of the many complex problems involved with every launching. Of interest 
to all groups. 


Hunt for a Cancer Killer: 27 min. B&W. 

In a kinescope of a CBS TV program, we are shown the internationally famous 
Sloan-Kettering Institute and meet Dr. C. P. Rhoads, the director, who takes 
us through the labyrinth of work presently being done all over the country 
with molds, yeasts, chemicals and compounds, to find a cancer killer. One 
takes heart in the progress, after seeing this film. A real study of im- 
portance to adults. 


Journey into Spring: 30 min. Color. 
This 1957 British Film Academy award winner for the best documentary film 


from any source is truly a pleasure to view. Filmed in beautiful techni- 
color, the story of the coming of Spring is perfectly blended and done 
with imagination and appreciation of Nature—as we watch Spring with its 
unfolding, growing, throbbing, quivering birth of new life in animal, plant 
and insect. 


Man and the Moon: 20 min. Color. 

This is a Walt Disney Science-Factual Production. Wernher von Braun said 
recently in Life Magazine "We should be able to send men to the Moon and 
back in twenty-five years, but only a few selected people who could with- 
stand the trip..." What travail would they face? What would the space 
satellite entail? How would the space station be prefabricated and trans- 
ported to the orbit necessary? All these questions and many more are an- 
swered in this fascinatingly factual film which will be enlightening to 
all viewers. 


Man in Space: 34 min. Color. 

Another Disney production that complements Man and the Moon. This film 
gives the latest available scientific information in the most understand- 
able way on rockets, missiles, space medicine, cosmic rays and meteors, 
and the four-state rocket ship designed by Dr.Wernher von Braun to carry 
a crew into outer space and bring them back alive. 


Mars and Beyond: 30 min. Color. 
This Disney Production takes us on an imaginary trip to Mars, yet the ma- 


terial presented is factual—insofar as astronomers have been able to 
discern to date. A thoroughly enjoyable experience on film with almost 
universal appeal. 


The Middle East: 27 min. Color. 

A most uncommon film which gives us timely insight into the vital Middle 
East. It is informative, honest, sympathetic and warm in its insight and 
perception of people. It is infused with life and at the same time gives 

a complete understanding of many ancient cultures in the midst of a critical 
modern change in this unsettled area of the world. Many church groups are 
studying the topic and would find this film of inestimable help. 
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“PUBLIC LIBRARY- 


For Your Information 


GENERAL NEWS 
Prepared by Ida M. Cohen, Reference, and Library Extension Staff 


8 101-A Standards for central libraries 

Each library system applying for State aid pursuant to section 273, 
subdivision 1, of the Education Law, shall submit an acquisition plan. 
Such plan shall comply with said statute, and, in addition, with the 
following: 

1. The system shall certify that in the one library in the system 
having the greatest number of adult nonfiction volumes, there are less 
than 100,000 volumes of adult nonfiction, bound periodicals and books in 
foreign languages. Such certified holdings shall be the base from which 
the central library book aid to the system shall be computed. Branch and 
similar extension collections may be excluded in this computation. 

2. If, after approval of this acquisition plan, the system shall ex- 
pand its service area to include either another library system receiving 
central library book aid, or expands its service area to include a library 
with a larger adult nonfiction book collection, the system shall amend its 
statement under subdivision 1 above. 

3. The central library collection of adult nonfiction shall be phys- 
ically assembled so as to provide maximum use of the collection by resi- 
dents of the area served by the system. 

4. If the system provides that the central library collection is to 
be housed in more than one location, the system shall: 

a. Show that such separation of the central collection will not 
weaken the scope of the collection or the quality of the reference and 
informational service available to readers through such collection, and 

b. Provide that there shall be a unified means of location of the 
total adult nonfiction holdings of the several libraries in which the 
central library collection is housed. 

5. The central library of the system shall provide information service 
and bibliographical assistance to readers. 

6. The system shall annually submit to the Library Extension Division, 
as a supplement to this acquisition plan, an application stating: 

a. The number of volumes for which the system intends to apply 
under Education Law (section 273, subdivision 1) in the succeeding 
year, and 

b. The number of adult nonfiction volumes, books in foreign lang- 
uages and bound periodicals which the system and its member libraries 
have acquired in the preceding year from sources other than State aid. 
7. The volumes to be acquired under such plan by the system shall be 

adult nonfiction or books in foreign languages. 


Staff Notes: Dr. Charles F. Gosnell, State Librarian, attended the biennial 
meeting of the United States National Committee for UNESCO in Denver, Colo., 
September 29-30. He spoke on library projects in Latin America with par- 
ticular reference to a survey being made for UNESCO. — On October 1-3, 
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Dr. Gosnell attended the annual meeting of the Missouri Library Association 
in Excelsior Springs as guest of the Association. He spoke on the inter- 
dependence of libraries and the necessity for cooperation. During his trip 
to the Midwest he visited the Truman Library in Independence, Mo. as a 
guest of ex-President Truman. — Dr. Gosnell and Ernest H. Breuer, Law 
Librarian, attended the 5th annual meeting of the Association of Law Li- 
brarians of Upstate New York in Rochester on September 18 and 19. A spe- 
cial feature was the tour of the Lawyers Cooperative Publishing Company 
plant where the publishing of law books from their initial stages to their 
final form was observed. — Dr. Robert H. Deily, head of Technical Processes, 
and chairman of the NYLA Committee on the appointment of Foreign Librarians, 
attended a meeting in New York City on October 14, held to plan for the 
exchange of foreign librarians on a national level. The sponsoring com- 
mittee, a preliminary investigating committee on the advisability of such 

a national program, has for its chairman Mrs. Helen Wessells. — On the 
evening of October 14, Dr. Deily was present at a meeting of the New York 
Library Club in New York City. The subject discussed was the distribution 
to foreign countries, particularly to underprivileged areas, of books pub- 
lished in the United States. — On October 3 Dr. Deily attended a meeting 
of the Pennsylvania Library Association in York, Pa. He talked on the 

New York State Library's treatment of government documents. — William P. 
Leonard, Legislative Reference Librarian, attended a meeting of the National 
Legislative Conference at Denver, Colo., November 6-10. He participated 

in a panel discussion on legislative research in the legislative reference 
library. — Heath Babcock, Medical Librarian, attended the regional meeting 
of the Medical Library Association in New York City at the Academy of 
Medicine on November 14. — Juliet Wolohan, acting head of the Manuscripts 
and History Section, attended a joint meeting of the Society of American 
Archivists and the American Association for State and Local History in 
Philadelphia, October 6-9, at the Benjamin Franklin Hotel. — Mary E. 
Fitzgerald, librarian, Library for the Blind, had an article on "Reader's 
Choice Among the Blind" in Library Journal, October 1, 1959. — George W. 
Hertz left the Library Extension Division November 1 to take a position 

as librarian of the Englewood Public Library, Colo. beginning January 1, 
1960. Mr. Hertz was formerly branch librarian of the Kenilworth Library, 
Town of Tonawanda, Erie County. He is a graduate of Queens College and 

the Columbia University School of Library Service. — Carolyn Herrick 
Juckett, who recently left the Catalog Section to make her home in Syracuse, 
is a part-time employee of the Syracuse Public Library. — Mrs. Lillian 
Insull, recently a member of the Catalog Section, is now librarian of the 
Governmental Research Affairs Library in Albany. 


Exhibits: In connection with the 22d annual National Letter Writing Week 
October 4-10, the State Library featured an exhibit of books on letter 
writing, old and new. — The State Library prepared an exhibit shown at 
the New York State Court of Appeals in celebration of the opening of its 
newly remodeled building on October 12. The exhibit included manuscripts, 
photographs and documents concerning the early history of the building, — 
The Library Extension Division prepared an exhibit in the foyer of Chan- 
cellors Hall during the meeting in Albany of the New York State Congress 
of Parents and Teachers, October 19-21. Books for parents, children and 
young adults were on view and book lists were distributed. Elizabeth H. 
Lockhart was in charge. The Reference Section explained the purposes and 
services of the State Library to 14 groups of women from the Congress. 
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Mary Jennings and Helen Wurthman were on the Education Department's Hos- 
pitality Committee at a reception held on the evening of the 19th, 


8th Library System Formed: The State Education Department has announced 
the formation of a new cooperative library system known as The Mid-Hudson 
Libraries to expand and improve public library service in Columbia, Greene, 
Dutchess, Putnam and Ulster Counties. The 8th cooperative library system 
to be organized in the State under provisions of the Education Law enacted 
in April 1958, was established by vote of the boards of trustees of 34 
existing libraries at a meeting in Rhinebeck on November 4. They are: 

In Columbia County: Chatham, Hillsdale, Hudson, Kinderhook, Livingston, 
North Chatham, Philmont, Valatie; in Greene County: Haines Falls, Hunter, 
Palenville; in Dutchess County: Beacon, Dover Plains, Hyde Park, Millerton, 
Pawling, Pine Plains, Pleasant Valley, Poughkeepsie, Red Hook, Rhinebeck, 
Rhinecliff, Wappingers Falls; in Putnam County: Brewster, Cold Spring, 
Patterson, Putnam Valley; in Ulster County: Kingston, Marlboro, Milton, 
Saugerties, Stone Ridge, West Shokan, Woodstock. 

The new library system will receive annual funds from the State Educa- 
tion Department, through the New York State Library, based on the area and 
population served along with a one-time establishment grant. The board 
of trustees will draft a plan for services to the participating libraries 
and will then apply for regular State aid for the financing of these serv- 
ices. It is anticipated the plan will include such benefits for member 
libraries as interlibrary loan and delivery service, rotating collections 
of books, field advisory service and central cataloging and processing. 
The library system will be a federation of autonomous libraries. Each 
participating member continues to operate its own board of trustees with 
local funds. The coopexative library system is a service organization 
for member libraries, designed to strengthen their local program and book 
resources. 





New Book Quotes the Law: "Rag Bag of Legal Quotations" is the happy title 
of M. Frances McNamara's book just published by Matthew Bender & Company, 
Albany, for $7.50. Miss McNamara is librarian of the New York State De- 
partment of Law and was formerly on the staff of the State Law Library. 
The title comes from Oliver Wendell Holmes' statement: "the law is a rag 
bag from which they pick out the piece and color that they want." 


Information Bulletin Announced: "Library Research in Progress," a new pub- 
lication devoted primarily to research in progress on methods, techniques, 
developments and surveys in library science and service, has been announced 
by Commissioner of Education Lawrence G. Derthick. Current information 

is requested from librarians, researchers, library organizations and asso- 
ciations, library schools and research organizations. Copies of the new 
bulletin will be made available without charge on request to: Library Serv- 
ices Branch, Office of Education, U.S. Department of Health, Education, 

and Welfare, Washington 25, D.C. 


Library Publications Change Editors: Marie D. Loizeaux has resigned as 
editor of the Wilson Library Bulletin after 16 years of outstanding achieve- 
ment. She will serve as editor at Loizeaux Brothers, religious publishers, 
a family firm established in 1876. — John Wakeman, presently assistant 
director of Public Relations at the Brooklyn Public Library, will succeed 
Miss Loizeaux as editor of the Wilson Library Bulletin, effective with 

the January 1960 issue. Mr. Wakeman came to the Brooklyn Public Library 
in 1953-54 as exchange librarian from England. For three years he was 
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branch librarian of the Dagenham (London) Public Library. He rejoined 
the Brooklyn Public Library staff in 1957, editing the library's News 
Bulletin. — Eric Moon, first editor of the British Library Association's 
magazine, Liaison, has been appointed editor of the Library Journal, ef- 
fective in November. Mr. Moon served in five public library systems in 
England before going to Canada in 1958. He has been director of public 
library services for the province of Newfoundland, 


Publications to Note: "Richer by Asia," prepared by a Committee of the 
Young Adult Services, ALA, for use as a handbook for their Asia project. 
It describes in detail 80 adult books that have special appeal for teen- 
agers and includes a bibliography for discussion leaders, sources for 
films and free and inexpensive materials, an outline for a discussion pro- 
gram and sample book talks. Available at $1.25 from American “ensy 
Association, 50 E. Huron St., Chicago 11, Ill. — "This Is the U.S.A. 

in Branch Library Book News, 20¢ by mail, from The New York Public = 
Fifth Avenue and 42nd Street, New York 18, N.Y. — "Growing Up with Books" 
and "Growing Up with Science Books," revised and reissued by Library 
Journal, 62 West 45th Street, New York 36, N.Y.; 10¢ in coin or in quan- 
tities of 100 for $3.35. 


LOCAL ACTIVITIES 


Broome. Renovation and enlargement of the Binghamton Public Library has 
been completed, and ceremonies and an open house will be held during 
Book Week. Notable improvements include a new children's room, expanded 
book stock area and more functional workroom facilities. — The trustees 
of the Binghamton Public Library have announced the appointment of M. 
Charles Miller as Assistant Director. Mr. Miller, who is a graduate 
of the Syracuse University School of Library Science, comes to his new 
position from the Rochester Public Library. 


Clinton-Essex. Gertrude Cone, Assistant Librarian at the State University 
College of Education at Plattsburg, has recently published a "Selected 
Bibliography of Publications on the Champlain Valley." Her research 
was assisted by grants-in-aid from the Research Foundation of the State 
University of New York, and publication was made possible by the New 
York-Verront Interstate Commission on the Lake Champlain Basin and the 
Vermont Historical Society. The bibliography is published by the author, 
and may be ordered through the System. 


Erie. Mrs. Harry Wander, former branch librarian, retired from the Buffalo 
and Erie County Library and was tendered a reception at the home of Mrs. 
Frances P. Griffin on October 25. She will return on a part-time basis, 
to the delight of friends and the library's benefit. — Paul M. Rooney 
will add to his supervision of the Reference Department new duties as 
Head of the Technology Department. 


Livingston. Librarians and trustees from seven village libraries and ten 
public and parochial schools met at the Mount Morris Library on the 
evening of September 30 in spite of heavy rain. Catherine Slattery, 
Lima High School librarian, told of the cooperation between the school 
and public libraries in Lima. Discussion of mutual problems followed. 
It was decided to have a similar meeting next fall with a school li- 
brarian added to the planning committee. Mrs. Ruth Staley, Mount Morris 
Library, Mrs. Laura Masterson, Livonia Public Library, and Mrs. Emi y 
C. Madden, LCPL, arranged the meeting. Refreshments were served. 
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Monroe. The new Dewey Avenue Branch Library in Rochester held a Community 
Open House on September 21. The modern building was financed by money 
from the Darrell D. Sully Fund. 


Nassau. Baldwin taxpayers yesterday approved construction of a new, $375,000 
building to house the community's library. The building will cost tax- 
payers 3.6 cents per $100 of assessed valuation or $1.80 a year for those 
with homes assessed at $5,000. S. Ward Sterling, president of the board 
of trustees, said the building would enable the board to increase library 
services. The structure to be constructed on a 125-by-170-foot plot, 
will replace the building at Grand avenue and Foxhurst road scheduled 
to be demolished, to make way for a road-widening project. The library 
was started in 1932 by the Women's Advance Club. 


North Country. With a $1,000 grant from the State Education Department, 
the North Country Library System is installing telephone service in the 
following 10 libraries: Adams Center Free Library; Crosby Public Library, 
Antwerp; Hawn Memorial Library, Clayton; Dexter Free Library; Hepburn 
Library, Madrid; Hepburn Library, Norfolk; Bodman Memorial Library, 
Philadelphia; Hay Memorial Library, Sackets Harbor; Theresa Free Library, 
and Hepburn Library, Waddington. The grant made under the Federal Li- 
brary Services Act is intended to cover charges for about one year, 
during which period the libraries will have time to determine the value 
of telephone service to them,— John C. Bowles was appointed assistant 
librarian in the Processing section of NCLS effective September 24. A 
native of Evans Mills, Mr. Bowles received a B.A. degree in business 
administration from St. Lawrence University in 1958. He completed work 
for a M.S. in library science at Syracuse University this year. 


Rockland. An enthusiastic crowd, a beautiful summer day and an array of 
60 paintings combined to insure the success of the first art show spon- 
sored by the Blauvelt Free Library. The show was held Sunday afternoon, 
September 20, on the grounds of the old school, Western Highway. An 
outdoors, bohemian atmosphere prevailed as visitors admired paintings 
hung on fences and trees. Indoors, the exhibit continued and was en- 
hanced by floral arrangements by Mrs. Jean Torrey. Amateur artists 
from all areas of Rockland county displayed a variety of mediums, and 
the varied subjects proved of interest to everyone. Award winning 
paintings are now on display at the Library. 

Exhibitors as well as guests expressed the 
hope that there be larger and expanded 
shows in the future. — The Tappan Library 
has received its second, prefund drive gift 
from the teen-agers of Tappan. A check for 
$50 was delivered to Edward Schweikardt, 
library trustee and chairman of the Build- 
ing Fund Drive. Teen-agers Barry Moseman, 
Terry Shea, Joyce Aramini, Sharon Vance 

and Bob Everett made the presentation. The 
Tappan PTA has voted a $50 contribution to 
the drive, and Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Kaplan 
of New York City contributed $5, bringing 
the precampaign total to $130. A door-to- 
door campaign for the Building Fund is 
scheduled for November 7-14. 
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Saratoga. The Community Library of Burnt Hills dedicated its new library 
building on October 24, 1959. Author Granville Hicks was the main 
speaker. — The Ballston Spa Public Library moved into its new building 
the weekend of October 23. The Friends of the Library and the local 
Firemen's Groups assisted with the moving project. — Dedication of the 
Stillwater Free Library's new quarters took place on August 11. Dr. 
Gosnell was the speaker. — Open house was held by the Fort Edward Free 
Library which has just been painted and had new lighting installed. 


Southern Adirondack. More than 50 trustees participated in.the workshop 
meetings for trustees which the System held recently at Granville, Burnt 
Hills and Glens Falls. — By participating in the film circuit program 
of the Traveling Libraries the System has been able to add film service 
to Saratoga, Warren and Washington counties. — Following the completion 
of a successful demonstration by the State bookmobile, the System Board 
ordered a new bookmobile in order to continue the program. 


Tioga. Mrs. Miriam Capauldy, librarian of Spencer Library, reports that 
a number of steel shelves were purchased for their new library home, 
with "the help of the System at Ithaca."" — A book by a local author, 
"Minta and Lon, and Jerry's Giant," containing two stories by Mrs. 
Marjorie H. Williams, was recently added to the children's collection. 


Warren. On November 18 the Friends of Crandall Library, Glens Falls, spon- 
sored a benefit performance of the prize film, "The Last Bridge," starring 
Maria Schell, winner of the Cannes Festival Best Actress Award. Net 
proceeds will be used to purchase books and equipment for the Boys and 
Girls Room, the Young People's Corner and other departments. 


Westchester. As part of the statewide celebration of the Year of History, 
the Mount Vernon Public Library is currently presenting an exhibit en- 
titled "Mount Vernon Yesterdays."' Pictures of people and places of 
bygone days, old maps, books, autograph albums, programs, announcements, 
medals and several pieces of handwork are included. 

* 8 & 


EARLY WINTER DAYS 


The door came open and the kitchen The stream's now ice;the osier freezes. 
Was filled with waves of frosty cold, Above the naked ice looms high 

And, as in childhood on such evenings, The darkened overarching mirror 

The world quite suddenly grew old. Of the infinite and vaulted sky. 


Dry days and stillness. In the street But under it a birch tree leans 

About five steps away, grey Winter Beside the road; in loneliness, 

Stands timid in uncertainty With bright stars fastened in her hair 
As one who doesn't dare to enter. She gazes in that looking glass. 


It snows, and all is new again. She long surmises, as her secret, 
Like blind old men without a guide He brings surprises on the sly 
Or staff, the willows seem to wander To cottage folk, as wonderful 
Into November space outside. As are his wonders in the sky. 


Reprinted by permission from POEMS by Boris Pasternak, translated by 


Eugene M. Kayden, copyright by the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, 1959, 
* 8 # 
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WHY ALL THE FUSS?, OR 


TIRED BLOOD vs. STAGNANT MINDS 


Has the intellectual world collapsed because we have discovered that 
the television quiz shows were "rigged"? Has a crime wave risen or fallen 
because the crime shows are "rigged"? Perry Mason always beats the pros- 
ecutor. But Sergeant Friday always gets his man. Who ever thought wres- 
tlers weren't actors too? 


One librarian believes that the present anguish is due to the fact 
not that heroes have fallen, but that many of us have discovered that our 
own comfortable standards were false in the first place. We are realizing 
that the popular motive in watching TV is not to improve time but to kill 
time. 


The war for the minds of men today is not a war of simple, dogmatic 
facts between robots of memory. It is a war of ideas, of concepts, of hard 
thinking, of continual change. 


Our libraries are rapidly becoming the last refuge of the individual— 
the person who wants to pursue his own course of study or enquiry—at his 
own speed—at his own level of difficulty—on his own choice of subject— 
following attractive bypaths as they seem to be worthwhile—without anyone 
to schedule things for him to the split second. 


With the exception of a few outstanding newspapers and periodicals, 
our mass media cater to the mentally lazy and slovenly. Worst of all is 
commercial television, which has enslaved itself to the "ratings." Any 


newspaper can run a few articles: above its average and cater to varying 
tastes. The reader has a choice, and if he is bored, he can skip to the 
next page. In television, such skipping is impossible. The machine grinds 
on at a slow and inexorable pace. There is no chance to skim rapidly over 
the trivia, or to turn to the next page. All is degraded to the lowest 
common denominator; all must be primarily "entertainment"—sedation and 
not stimulation. 


It is simple to remember a fact, and easy to check the memory. Facts 
can be found upon which all agree. But life today is not dependent upon 
this kind of fact. There are very few "yes" or "no" answers, and very 
little agreement on really vital issues. How delightful it would be to 
have these heroes of memory solve the problems of the world today—actually 
how impossible. 


"Trust him who is seeking the truth—doubt him who loudly proclaims 
he has the truth". 


Let us leave "information retrieval" to the machines, and keep our 
minds active, alert and vigorous in solving the pressing problems of sur- 
vival today and tomorrow. Why be a "walking encyclopaedia" when good ref- 
erence libraries are (or should be) so convenient? 


Let us cease to depend on the fantasy of escape through memory of de- 
tails of the past. Let us face the hard realities of life, marshalling 
facts as we need them, for the purpose of thinking things through. 


Let us remember that our libraries do not have all the final answers, 
but they are mighty fine places for those of us who have the courage to 
try to work out those answers. C.F.G. 
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